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UPCOMING DATES  

24 January- Book Fair

7 February- Science Fair

24-28 February- Mid Term: Break No School

2-13 March IGCSE 2 and A2 Mock Exams

14 March: Internat ional Maths Day



Execut ive Head of School

Happy New Year!  My best wishes to all of the ISF community.

In September,  we launched our updated values and mission 

statements.  These statements guide us in all the decisions we make in 

the school.  We are always striving to improve. 

This is one of the important reasons why we became CIS (Council of 

International Schools) members.  CIS sets high standards and helps us with our 

self-reflection journey. 

Since starting the accreditation process,  ISF has made positive changes.  These changes 

are always planned and budgeted for in a 3-year Strategic Plan.  This ensures that the 

changes are staggered and manageable for staff and the community.  We are currently in 

our last year of the current plan and we are now looking to the future and a new plan.  

The ISF leadership team values communication and open feedback, therefore we would 

like to invite parents to give their ideas for the next 3-year plan. 

The plan covers 4 categories:

1. Education/Teaching and Learning

2. Facilit ies/Resources

3. Marketing and Communication

4. Administration and Finance

If you have any feedback or ideas to introduce to ISF you can complete this form here.  

The form is anonymous and you do not need to complete every section.  

I thank you in advance.

Belinda Yates

https://www.isfwaterloo.org/283/mission-and-values
https://www.isfwaterloo.org/283/mission-and-values
https://www.isfwaterloo.org/283/mission-and-values
https://www.isfwaterloo.org/283/mission-and-values
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeR7Sz0vQ7cEP7BuQE3Yh0m8T-gt4s4PETgIqqnIcdiNswjgg/viewform?usp=sf_link


I would like to wish all our students and parents a very blessed 2020!  The Secondary School  

started the new term in full swing with the Secondary Dance.    It was a great evening and 

students really enjoyed it.   This dance was testament to the hard work our new student 

council has been doing this year, and it would not have been possible without the student 

leadership of Elisabeth, Hannah and Catalina.   Well done!
 

The second term also has English Week, Science Day, Model United Nations in Warsaw, 

Poland and the special residential trip for A-Levels to Prague, Czech Republic.   Added in is 

also Mock Examinations for our exam students and International Maths Day!  It will 

certainly be a very busy term for our students and teachers, and I wish 

them all the best with these events.     

Head of Secondary

Cobus Steyn

One of the most important habits that young people can have 

is reading.   This habit is cultivated at home and starts with the 

example that parents set for their children.   I encourage you 

to read and discuss what you are reading with your child.   

Encourage them to do the same.   A mind that is well read is 

not easily fooled.   The power of a book should never be 

underestimated.   

The secondary reports have gone out and a new introduction 

to the report was a student self-reflection.   This is the 

end-product of a weeklong process where students were given 

back their examination papers and great effort was taken to 

explain to students where they went wrong, and what 

they need to do to improve.   The students then write 

their understanding of how to improve, and this is 

verified by the teacher.    This process ensures that we 

can be assured that the students know exactly what is 

required to improve on their results.   

As you know, I am proudly South African and in the area 

of South Africa I am from, live the Xhosa people.   They 

have a word, Ubuntu, which captured the spirit of South 

Africa and is, in essence, the way we see the notion of 

community.   I cannot describe it better than the 

photograph I attach here, but you will agree that with our 

continued cooperation between home and school, our 

children will be happy and successful.   



Pre-school 1 started the new year 2020 with a bang! The children talked about their festive holidays. 

The children are having an explosion of sensorial colours and textures as we did blow painting to bring 

the lights of fireworks to life. We brought the paintings to life by using an array of colours to brighten 

and lighten the paintings. The children used their motor skills too by using the paints with their fingers 

and straws to explore the colours identifying them as they went along.  

PRE-SCHOOL 1

 YEAR 1

Year 1 has been reflecting the last few weeks of the year 2019. We did not only reflect on our 

remarkable achievements this year but we also reflected sunlight. Mr Cavanagh and Mr Nadim 

invited us into their science labs where we pretended to be sailors on a submarine and examined 

periscopes. We discovered that light can be split into different colours and observed how the tiny 

mirrors on a disco ball bounce light off into all directions. Did you know light can form a zigzag 

shape? All you need are a couple of mirrors. Reflecting has never been this much fun!  



Year 3 have started their new IPC unit ?Active Planet? by looking at the natural disasters that can occur 

anytime in the world as a result of the movement of the earth?s tectonic plates.

We have been studying volcanoes and they have made beautiful artwork using their creativity to 

imagine a volcanic eruption in many colors.  They have also learned about the vocabulary used for 

volcanoes and made a ?mini dictionary? to identify the terms and words.

YEAR 3

YEAR 5

In Geometry, the Year 5 students learned about the ?Properties of shapes?.  They learned how to 

work with 3-D shapes, identify faces and edges, use properties and draw 3-D shapes.  They also 

learned a song about 3D shapes.  

At the end of the unit, the students followed  instructions on how to make their own 3-D shapes with 

paper.  It was an interesting and fun math lesson!



Last term ISF primary students participated in the 

annual Wint er  Show . 

From September students are hard at work, eager 

to develop their acting, singing and dancing skills 

and are always excited to finally get on stage and 

perform to their family and friends.

This year?s production of 'ZOOM', a modern 

version of the tale ?The Hare and the Tortoise?, 

sent out a positive message to the students about 

always trying your best and persevering. 

WINTER SHOW



Year 7 are busy looking at various sources of 

evidence from the Medieval Period in history. 

Recently they went online to have a look at the 

Luttrell Psalter, a medieval illustrated 

manuscript. 

They had various tasks to complete, such as 

interpreting the images and some of the text in 

the manuscript - luckily it had been translated!

HISTORY

Year 9 have started investigating a new topic in 

their History lessons: ?Medicine and Health 

Through Time?. 

They have looked at the chronology to get an 

idea of when things began to change and have 

looked at Prehistoric medicine, doing some role 

plays for each other to find out how people 

were treated in those days.  

Great acting skills were displayed as well as 

good interpretations of the evidence!  

YEAR 7

YEAR 9



The English department has been busily preparing 

for the upcoming English Week activities:

Scripts are being polished ahead of the video 

competition and arguments are being sharpened 

in anticipation of the debates. 

Many other opportunities, like Spelling Bees, 

Creative Writing, and Public Speaking 

competitions, will be available to celebrate and 

develop our students? English Language talents.

In December, our IGCSE Year 2 Business  

Studies class had the unique opportunity 

to visit the newly modernized Audi 

Factory in Brussels.

In a 2 hour long guided tour, they 

learned about the history of Audi and the 

factory, Marketing and Human Resource 

Management at Audi, and experienced 

the highly automated production process 

of Audi's newest car, the fully 

electric-powered SUV "e-Tron".

ENGLISH

BUSINESS



This week in Biology,  Year 9 students started 

working on a group project focusing on animal 

adaptations.

Their project involves research and the creation of 

a model of an appropriate enclosure for polar 

bears, a species that could face extinction because 

of drastic climate changes. 

The model enclosure is to mimic the natural 

habitat of the bears in a desert environment, as 

opposed to their native Alaska and the Arctic. 

Year 9 Chemistry student learned the 

difference between an exothermic reaction 

and an endothermic reaction by measuring 

the change in temperature that takes place 

during different chemical reactions. 

They created sherbet by mixing Sodium 

hydrogen carbonate with citric acid.

BIOLOGY

CHEMISTRY



In Year 7 Physics, we have been studying forces 

and their effects. 

We have looked in particular at non-contact 

forces like gravity, a force that one experiences 

everyday. 

This has led us to talk about weightlessness. 

But is it really weightless? 

The questions and answers to this topic have 

brought the class far outside the  solar system, 

to the edge of the galaxy and beyond?

PHYSICS

Year 9 Physics have been studying levers 

and what it means and entails to turn on 

a pivot. 

This is another topic that involves forces 

and that we unknowingly use all the 

time, everyday. 

Our body, with it?s bone-muscle system, 

is full of  levers. Taking a nail out of a 

piece of wood is another application.

 Understanding the ins and outs of such 

a simple but fundamental phenomenon 

is satisfying and enriching.

YEAR 7

YEAR 9



Here we see the IG2 Physics students developing 

their skills in the Lab.  

They are using turning moments to evaluate the 

Spring Constant.  

The techniques they so obtain will stand them in 

good stead for the start of the A Level course in 

September as well as their IGCSE in the summer.

 

IGCSE 2

New: 

Our  3D Pr int er !



Going to the theater is one of the outings proposed by Mrs. Schneider to French secondary 

students. During the month of October, they went to see a play inspired by the famous 

novel by the Nobel prize for literature in 1957 Albert Camus, La Peste ( The Plague).

 It was an interesting experience and the subject of the play well led. Some parents joined 

us as well, which is always a great pleasure. 

FRENCH

(Advanced) 

"They knew now that 

if there is one thing 

one can always yearn for, 

and sometimes attain, 

it is human love." Camus



The Secondary School int roduced Act ivit y Tim e t his year  and st udent s were able 
t o suggest  and choose  f rom   a range of  clubs: 

Secondary Clubs

Our  MUN CLUB m em bers are really f ine t uning t heir  
sk il ls in preparat ion for  t he TBSMUN2020 Warsaw 
conference in March. 

Big global issues discussed and lot s of  work  on 
research, debat e, and public speak ing are developing 
t hese st udent s int o t ru ly global cit izens. 

St udent s have chosen VIDEO GAMES as one of  t heir  
act ivit ies t h is t erm  in order  t o explore new gam es 
and play popular  video gam es t oget her  rat her  t han 
on t heir  own at  hom e.    

Each week anot her  st udent  w il l  be in charge of  
running t he club act ivit ies and select  gam es for  t he  
act ivit y hour .

3D PRINTING is cool!

But  before you can 3D pr int , you should design a 

t hree dim ensional object  t o be pr int ed. 

This is what  t he st udent s are learning in t h is club.

SCHOOL BAND:

Here we see t he f ir st  session t oget her  of  som e 

m em bers of  t he school band going t hrough a blues 

num ber  for  t he f ir st  t im e. 

 Nat urally we?ll be appear ing at  t he Creat ive Ar t s 

evening!



Spor t s Clubs  

The spor t s clubs got  of f  t o a great  st ar t . 

A great  num ber  of  st udent s cam e and enjoyed t he st ar t  
of  Basket ball, Badm int on and Table Tennis down in t he 

school?s spor t s hall.  

All had fun, just  playing t he gam e or  
par t icipat ing in som e sm all 



ISF W at er loo New slet t er
www.isfwaterloo.org office@isfwaterloo.org

We are all Individuals, St udent s, Fr iends 

We work  as One Team  w it h Posit ive 
Think ing and Open Minds

We Confront  our  Challenges w it h 
Creat ivit y and Perseverance

We are Honest  w it h each ot her  and 
Respect fu l t o everyone

We are all ISF!

Our Values: 

https://www.facebook.com/ISFWaterlooInternationalSchool/
https://twitter.com/ISFWaterloo?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.isfwaterloo.org
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