
MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE HEAD

N EW SLETTER

How can parent s help t heir  children becom e int ernat ionally-m inded?

In the last two newsletters, we have explored what international-mindedness is, why it is important 

and the characteristics of an internationally-minded person and the role ISF plays but what should we 

do as parents?  

As parents we often concentrate on the tip of the cultural iceberg, these are all visible things 

we can do and see.  These are all important but it is also essential to dive deeper, as research  

indicates the importance of being a good role model to our children as our attitudes and stereotypes 

will be passed onto our children.  I recently watched this TED talk  The danger  of  a single st ory 

which made me think and reflect - if you have time l would encourage you to watch it and look at this 

Cultural  Iceberg and reflect on your beliefs and attitudes to those topics and start conversations 

about these topics with your child.

I would like to thank you for your support and stamina during this difficult and unusual school 

year.  I wish everyone a safe and relaxing break and l look forward to welcoming you back to ISF in 

September!

Belinda Yates

 

This is the cultural iceberg 
(James Penstone)
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Dear Parents,

In the previous two newsletters, I wrote about language acquisition and what you can do to support it 

at home.   In this newsletter, I would like to highlight some fun activities you could do with younger 

children at home and discuss bilingualism's benefits.   

Younger children enjoy playing games while learning.   The following activities are fantastic to help 

your child learn new words or understand the nuances of a language better.   

Word gam es. Expand your children's vocabulary with word games. Games like Scrabble, Pictionary or 

a round of Charades encourage vocabulary development and communication skills. 

Riddles. Riddles are fun ways to use words and paint pictures of scenes or situations. Read or say 

riddles aloud to each other. Explain to your children the different definitions of a single word, e.g. 

school as in a place of learning or school as in a group of fish, to help them understand the riddle 

better.

Rhym es. The repetitive chanting, reading, writing, or hearing of rhymes promotes good listening 

skills and memory retention, aside from developing speech. You can also narrate what you do at 

home with rhyming words or let your children tell you about their favourite toys using rhyming 

words.

St oryt ell ing. While storybooks provide ample entertainment, sharing stories ? whether real or 

make-believe ? can provide a good bonding time with your children while helping develop their 

communication skills. Broaden their imagination with fantastical stories and let their creativity grow 

as you make up stories about anything and everything around them.

If your home language is not English, it is very important not to neglect the language spoken at home.   

If your home language is English, it is equally important to foster language development in English 

and develop another language. English is the mother tongue of just 6% of the world's population, and 

75% of people do not speak any English at all, so it 's a myth that "English is enough". 
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Jokes. Telling age-appropriate puns will also help foster good humour 
and creativity in children. This also encourages wordplay and 
imagination. You can read through kid-friendly joke books and take turns 
telling witty stories. 



YEA R 3  &  4  FI ELD TRI P

It is with sadness that we inform you of the passing of one of our Alumni.

Matt was a wonderful, kind young man and will be sadly missed. Our sincerest 

condolences are extended to his family and, in particular, his mother, Samantha, who 

used to work in our school office.

A memorial award for kindness has been set up in his name, so that his memory will 

live on.

 

Having a grasp of other languages will enable your child to explore different cultures in more 

depth to become a true global citizen.   In the UK, only 38% of people can hold a conversation in 

another language.   

This academic year has been another disruptive one due to Covid-19.   I wish to thank all of our 

parents for your continued support as we navigated the situation as best as we could.   I am 

grateful to our students for their resilience and adaptability to their learning platforms.   To our 

group of dedicated teachers, I stand in awe at how they were able to rise to the challenges of this 

year, often juggling school and their own familial commitments in almost impossible situations.   

You have my most sincere gratitude for your hard work this year. 

Cobus Steyn



 MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF PRIMARY 

STUDEN T A RTW ORK

 

Dear Parents,

We now know why it?s important for children to continue developing their mother tongue 

while learning a new language, and we know some of the strategies used at ISF. In this 

newsletter  I would like to share 5 strategies that you can use at home to support your child in 

developing their mother tongue as they are also learning English at school:

- Educat e t hem  on it s im por t ance - Give them some examples of when they would 

need their mother tongue - like travelling to other countries, asking for directions or 

ordering food at a restaurant.

- Speak t o t hem  - The trick is to continue speaking your mother tongue at home. In 

homes where more than one language is spoken, it is important to find moments for 

each language. Another option could be that each parent speaks to them in a different 

language.

- Read - It is crucial that children read in the languages that they know. They can pick a 

book that they like and try to read by themselves or ask a family member to help them. 

As they read, they will soon get caught up in the plot and learn more vocabulary.

- Wat ch m ovies (w it h or  w it hout  subt it les) - This is always a fun moment that children 

enjoy and that can be done together as a family.

- Encourage! - Even a slight improvement deserves a compliment.                       

Encourage them by complimenting their progress.

Arancha Barrasa



EN GLI SH  W EEK

YEAR 6

On the 10th of this month, at 12:30pm, the 

Year 5 students had the opportunity to see 

a solar eclipse for the first time. It was a 

partial solar eclipse that was visible across 

the whole of Belgium.  The clear and sunny 

weather created the perfect conditions to 

see it.

They wore  special protective eclipse glasses 

and  enjoyed observing the partial solar 

eclipse from the ISF play area.  It was a 

memorable experience for all! 

For the last term of music, Year 6 was learning 

how to play the ukulele. They learned 

different chords and how to create different 

tunes of 'We Are Going to be Friends' by the 

White Stripes. They worked together to 

change the lyrics so they fit our class, and will 

perform the song and play their ukuleles at 

the graduation ceremony. Well done Year 6! 

YEAR 5 YEAR 6

FRENCH 

Oyez, Oyez ISF Members 

Young Lads and Lords of Year 5 & 6. They have been busy constructing their castles, some 

of their loyal subjects were knighted for their outstanding work. As a reward they also got 

to choose their new coat of arms. 



In May, Years 3 and 4 went on a field trip as the Exit 

Point to Year 3?s IPC unit  ?Shaping Up?.  This was a 

very special trip as, due to Covid-19 regulations in 

Belgium, it has been some months since we have 

been able to go on visits outside school.  We took the 

ISF buses to the old Hippodrome in the forest at 

Groenendaal for a day of physical activity, group 

challenges... and fun!

Students walked through the forest to the wide open 

space at the Hippodrome close to the Groenendaal 

Ecoduct.  A treasure hunt had been set up (thank you 

Miss Lily!) and the groups had to collect clues in order 

to make a sentence telling them where the treasure 

was hidden.  This involved running back and forth to 

solve clues and the students definitely covered 

several kilometres during the course of the day!  After  

a picnic lunch, and once the treasure had been 

found, students took part in a tug-of-war and lots of 

games.  

They walked back to the buses, tired but very happy 

to have spent time together in the beautiful Sonian 

Forest.

 

W ORLD W I LDLI FE DAY

YEAR 3 & 4



CURRI CULUM  
EX TEN SI ON

YEAR  1

 

This time, Year 2 students turned into Electrical 

Engineers for our last IPC unit ?It?s Shocking?. 

They learned what the parts of an electrical 

circuit are,  how to design one and  made a 

great effort in the presentation of  their 

magnificent designs to their classmates on our 

Exit Point for the topic. They studied the 

important inventors of Electricity, from the 

Ancient Greeks to the modern Nicola Tesla and 

performed experiments to test Static Electricity.

It certainly has been an exciting year, as Year 2 

started as travellers of the world, they 

continued as botanists and ended the year as 

electrical engineers!

What an amazing year it was! Great job 

YEAR  2

One of the most interesting and memorable 

activities the students carried out was creating 

their own imaginary towns and their own vehicles 

from scratch! For their towns, they first decided 

on what they would name their town, one of the 

class?s favourite names was ?Watermelon Town?. 

Then they cut and pasted drawings of buildings 

essential for their town to function, like a 

supermarket, bank, police station and school. 

They also created a ?Key? for their town so they 

could easily identify all the different buildings. 

To create their vehicles, they used empty water 

bottles, bent cardboard to create the base of the 

car, pierced thin sticks into the cardboard base 

and then added wooden wheels to the ends of 

the sticks. They then painted their cars and pasted 

on windows and other stickers according to what 

type of vehicle it was, such as a bus, taxi or food 

delivery van. The students were fascinated by the 

way they could turn ordinary materials into 

something completely different and enjoyed 

decorating their cars so much, they continued to 

work on them throughout the week.                                                        



.

CREATI V E A RTS DAY

PRE-SCHOOL

YEAR  2

 

PRE-PRIMARY

In Pre-School the children had fun with our 

STEM project, building and testing a bridge. We 

started by reading the 'Three Billy Goats' and  

how the three billy goats gruff had to cross a 

bridge to get to the other side to eat. For this 

challenge we looked at the different supplies 

we had and decided to use lolly sticks and glue  

to build the bridge. We had to figure out the 

best way to build the bridge that would support 

the three billy goats at once. 

After some experimenting, trial and error, we 

were able to work together to come up with  a 

solid plan. After putting the bridge together  we 

were able to move all our billy goats across .  

The children really enjoyed this activity. This 

activity involved thinking  and  made the story 

come to life. It was a great team activity and the 

children had so much  fun!

What is ca-pac-i-t y?  Pre-Primary put their 

thinking caps on and used their creativity to 

understand this interesting concept by 

comparing the capacity of different 

containers.  We considered all the 

dimensions of the containers and looked at 

how tall, short, wide and thin they are.  Based 

on their careful observations, the children 

guessed which of the six containers will hold 

the most and which the least.  We decided to 

fill our containers with interlocking cubes and 

to find out how much they hold we 

connected the cubes.  It was agreed that the 

container with the biggest capacity would 

make the tallest tower and the one with the 

smallest capacity would make the shortest.  

Would you like to play with us and have a 

guess?  Pre-Primary will be very proud to 

share their findings!   

W I N TERSH OW  2 0 2 0



BIOLOGY

CREATI V E A RTS DAY 

The A-Level Biology students went out to the 

Sonian Forest to collect data on biodiversity of  

the forest for a report they are writing.  The trip 

enabled the students to try out different 

techniques on sampling using quadrants.  The 

students recorded diversity data as well as 

abiotic factors such as light and soil pH.  The 

experience was of a typical morning for a field 

ecologist, and was all the more authentic for the 

perseverance shown in the face of very very wet 

weather.  

BUSINESS

CHEMISTRY

On Wednesday 9 June, st udent s f rom  Year  6 

in ISF Tervuren connect ed online for  a 

rem ot e Chem ist ry lesson organised in t he 

lab for  Pr im ary Induct ion m orning. They 

followed a dem onst rat ion of  t he f lam e t est  

used t o ident ify t he cat ions present  in 

com pounds, based on t he color  of  t he f lam e 

given when passed t hrough f ire.

A1 Business Students developed and presented 

a full Marketing Plan for their own, very 

innovative business ideas, ranging from a 

sugar-free drink mix, an electric suitcase to a 

student learning assistance service. They worked 

out the product features, pricing and promotion 

strategy as well as the distribution channels, and 

even designed their own logos. 



I N TERN ATI ON A L DAY

ENGLISH 

(YEAR 7 - 9)

ENGLISH 

(A-LEVEL)

Persuasive Language of  Adver t ising

A-Level English used the Euro Championships 

as inspiration to create their own advertising 

materials to promote the football kit of 

selected teams or brands. They had to focus on 

a tagline, persuasive language and creative 

imagery through language.

The Year  7 students spent a great deal of 

time on creative writing the last couple of 

weeks. They specifically practised their 

short story and folktale writing, starting 

with the five key elements of successful 

creative writing; character, setting, 

conflict, plot and theme.

The Year  8 students focused on using 

some key linguistic and literary 

techniques in writing. They also learned 

to use a range of vocabulary words to 

clarify, extend meaning and interest their 

audience. 

As the Year  9 students were approaching 

their exams, it was the perfect 

opportunity to revise their past English 

papers. It was also an opportunity to look 

at next years IGCSE Cambridge syllabus 

and what to expect. 

W i l l  the Red  Dev i l s w i n  the 

Eu r o2020 th i s year ?



Linda

W ORLD M ATH S DAY 

GEOGRAPHY  

GLOBAL  

In our Humanities lessons,  students have 

created some great models and presented 

on topics from Medieval Life, Renaissance 

Medicine to the Water cycle and more. 

Year  7 have created models of the layers 

of atmosphere surrounding planet Earth 

as part of their work looking at extremes 

of weather. They also tried out Google 

Earth Project, using it to create a piece of 

work about flood defences in Kruibeke, 

Belgium.  

Year  9 have also been busy creating 

models of river processes, showing 

meanders, levees and a waterfall. Soon to 

be on display in the Bonaparte building. 

IGCSE Geography students have been 

studying river processes, producing some 

beautiful diagrams and discussing their 

presentations about the water cycle.  

AS-Level Geography students have worked 

hard in preparation for their exams, 

discussing topics of population, plate 

tectonics and presenting their thoughts 

and research about China?s one child 

policy.  

It has been a productive year for all. 

Year 8 students designed and created their very 

own family totem poles as part of the 'Family - 

who am I' unit in Global Perspectives. They used 

a website as a reference to find the different 

symbolic meanings of different animals, which 

they had to incorporate into their totem poles. 

The first image is representative of their 

heritage, the second, their name, and the third, a 

characteristic of themselves or of their family.

This activity was all about highlighting 

individuality and celebrating diversity, 

commemorating students? heritage and family 

values. 



Linda

This academic year culminated with a debate activity. The students had a choice of 

contemporary of topics, and overwhelmingly chose to look at the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

In conjunction with the curriculum and in preparation for the final year exams, learners had 

to debate as to whether a one-state or two-state solution was best to resolve this regional 

issue. 

The role of learners is to investigate the history and the different perspectives. They looked 

at how language is used to frame the conflict via the media, problematised the issues and 

tensions that exist, and developed their critical thinking skills to evaluate and arrive at a 

reasoned conclusion. The goal was to remain both neutral and objective in the process. 

Students placed in two groups, appointed with their captains had to brainstorm ideas, each 

participant researching their own subtopics. Judges were selected to monitor student 

collaboration and their research, and came up with criteria for the debate.  The debate 

structure consisted of three rounds ending with the best two participants engaging in a final 

debate.  

The whole of process was very enjoyable and fruitful for the learners, they were motivated 

and focussed on a task they found interesting, and relevant. They were able to research, 

collaborate, analyse, and creatively express themselves, exercising higher critical thinking 

skills. 

PE

On Monday 21st June, Year 6 travelled the 

short distance to Royal Wellington Hockey 

and Tennis club for a festival of hockey. 

They took part in a range of activities 

including agility, passing, shooting, speed 

tests and other fun games on a busy and 

active day. They had lots of fun and were 

very tired after hours of activity! 

HISTORY 

SCI EN CE DAY 2 0 2 0



V I RTUA L CA REER FA I R

GRADUATION DAY

For more information email our office on office@isfwaterloo.org

On June 28th we celebrated the 

achievements of our students for the 

2020/21 school year. We would like to 

congratulate all of  our students for 

their perseverance, positivity and 

wonderful attitudes during this 

strange school year. We wish you well 

on your journeys ahead. What a 

proud day!

mailto:office@isfwaterloo.org

	June 2021 Waterloo
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13


