
MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE HEAD

and show respect for multiple cultures and 

religious differences.   We believe in the 

importance of maintaining the students 

mother tongue and also learning at least 

one additional language to aid the 

development of International Mindedness.  

Do you have the characteristics of an 

internationally-minded person?

Belinda Yates

The Developm ent  of  Int ernat ional 

Mindedness at  ISF

At ISF we celebrate individual differences, 

revel in them and marvel at them.  According 

to Dr Kevin Kusner (2014) International 

Mindedness and understanding does not 

happen naturally therefore a school needs to 

develop International Mindedness in learners.  

Our curriculum incorporates International 

Mindedness at all age levels, allowing global 

issues to be explored and all our resources 

are chosen to ensure an international and 

ethical perspective. Our Primary and 

Secondary students follow the Oxfam 

Education programme for Global Citizenship, 

in order to achieve a global citizenship award. 

We provide opportunities for students to 

develop and demonstrate their 

understanding of International Mindedness 

ISF  Wat er loo -  May 2021  N EW SLETTER

http://@ISFWaterlooInternationalSchool  
http://@isfwaterloo
http://isf_waterloo
https://www.isfwaterloo.org/


MESSAGE FROM THE  EXECUTIVE DEPUTY HEAD

Dear parents,

In my previous section of the March newsletter, I discussed language acquisition, and how you,                                       

as a parent, can support your child at home. I wish to continue  this theme  for the May Edition of 

the newsletter, with a specific focus on English language learning.   I borrow the below from 

excerpts sent by Cambridge English. 

Learning English can be a lot of fun it is done through songs.   Students aged 5 - 12 really enjoy 

nursery rhymes, theme songs from their favourite movies or shows.   This is also a great way to 

bond with your child.    Cambridge English have specific ?Sing and Learn? resources parents can 

use. Music can also benefit older students as a means to learn English, but please be careful of 

the content and type of English being used.   Most modern songs use slang.   

1. Find the song lyrics online, or find a music video with subtitles. For example, Sing and 

Learn is great for younger children.

2. Read the song lyrics out loud. Look up any unknown words in a dictionary.

3. Listen to the song and read the lyrics at the same time. Encourage your child to sing along.

4. When they?re ready, try singing along without looking at the lyrics.

5. Remember, they don?t have to get it perfect straight away! It?s actually more effective to 

repeat regularly. 

How can you practice English at home? Easy! 

Learn a litt le, but often.   10 minutes a day is enough for younger children and the older they get, 
the more time you can spend with English activities.   For older children, you could even have a 
English Tuesday where you only communicate with each other in English.   Younger children can 
benefit from these activities, and older children, from these.   

If you have questions about supporting language learning at home, please feel free to contact 

me.   

Cobus Steyn

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/parents-and-children/activities-for-children/sing-and-learn/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/parents-and-children/activities-for-children/sing-and-learn/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/parents-and-children/activities-for-children/sing-and-learn/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/parents-and-children/activities-for-children/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/parents-and-children/activities-for-children/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/index.htm


Did you know that supporting a child with their learning in their mother tongue has numerous 

benefits? Some of these benefits were explained in the March newsletter. 

Today I would like to summarise why schools should value the first language of all children in the 

classroom with three reasons:

Reason 1: Prom ot e posit ive et hnic or  cult ural ident it ies

Valuing the mother tongue is a means to promote self-confidence, pride towards the family, and a 

positive social identity. These are very important goals as confidence in one?s own ethnic or 

cultural identity leads to greater acceptance and appreciation of diversity.

Reason 2: Prom ot e t he learning of  t he language of  inst ruct ion and cognit ive developm ent

Research suggests that the development of the mother tongue favours the learning of a second 

language, because language exposure is essential for learning, the more opportunities children 

have to expand their vocabulary and understand the structure of their mother tongue, the greater 

the likelihood to be fluent in the language of instruction.

Reason 3: Prom ot e and expand learning oppor t unit ies for  all children in t he classroom

By strengthening the mother tongues of all children in the classroom, we increase communication 

and contact opportunities among all children, favouring the creation of a learning community 

where everyone has something to teach and everyone has something to learn. 

Arancha Barrasa
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H ou se Cap tai n s

 

PRE-SCHOOL YEAR 1

During the Summer Term the students are 

learning increasingly more about different 

countries and cultures in the world for IPC. I 

have seen so much interest, respect and 

open-mindedness in all of them as they have 

been learning about different places and 

cultural traditions. 

One of the most interesting and memorable 

activities we carried out was discovering 

famous landmarks in the world for the 'Let?s 

go on Holiday' IPC topic. Students coloured 

the continents on a world map in different 

colours and then glued different animals and 

famous monuments on the countries in which 

they can be found. We then looked up many 

of these famous landmarks with Google Earth, 

where the students could see the landmarks 

up close and explore the general location a bit 

more. 

 PRIMARY NEWS

The students in Pre-School have been busy 

learning about Plants and Flowers this term. 

We started the term by bringing flowers 

from  our homes to make a beautiful flower 

arrangement outdoors.  Our litt le hands 

have been busy planting seeds and watching 

them grow. The students also enjoyed 

making handmade presents for their 

mothers to celebrate Mother 's Day and 

show their appreciation and love. They 

painted the frames and drew portraits of 

their mothers in their lovely photo frames!



For several weeks, Year 3 have been working on their 

latest IPC Unit ?Shaping Up?.  In this unit, they learn all 

about what we need to keep our bodies healthy and 

working well.  The unit incorporates many important 

messages for lifelong wellbeing but we still manage to 

make the activities lots of fun.  The students started by 

finding out about the human skeleton, circulatory system 

and the organs and their functions.  They drew around 

their classmates to make lifesize outlines and then added 

the bones and organs they had learned about. Finally, 

they went outside to do some exercises, feel their 

heartbeats and challenge themselves to work their 

bodies.

YEAR 3

YEAR 5

?A mother is she who can take the 

place of all others but whose place no 

one can take? - Mermillod. 

The Year 5 students were very excited to 

make their Mother?s Day gift. They were 

using their creativity and imagination to 

decorate a frame with their picture. They 

were also  writing beautiful Mother?s Day 

cards.



SECONDARY NEWS
BUSINESS

IGCSE 1 Business Studies students have 

been researching the  the key factors that 

motivate employees to work harder during 

'Unit 2 - People in Business'.  They were 

pleasantly surprised to find out that it is not 

always about the money!

Team Felipe, Aryam, Zoe, Lureen

CHEMISTRY

Soapmaking

Students in A-Level have spent a good part of 

this term learning about Organic Chemistry. 

One of the reactions studied is esterification 

where a hydroxide reacts with a fatty acid. In 

layman?s terms this process has been known 

through history as saponification where lye was 

mixed with vegetable oils or animal fat to 

produce soap. So for their term project the A- 

Level Chemistry students were asked to 

research and create their own homemade 

soap. If you would like to try it, just talk to any 

of the Chemistry students: they are experts on 

soap now.



     The Year  7 English students read and analysed the novel,  The Village by the Sea by Anita Desai. 

The story centres around Hari, Lila and their two younger sisters Kamal and Bella living in a small 

village by the sea in Thul. The children have to adapt to difficult circumstances that include having 

a terribly ill mother and facing extreme poverty. It is not only a story of overcoming adversity but 

also having great resilience.  The Year 7 students particularly enjoyed discussing the theme of 

resilience and overcoming adversity, especially in the current pandemic. Nobody has been left 

untouched by the the impact of the global pandemic, and a great change has been forced upon us 

all. The novel certainly taught us to be more resilient during challenging situations. 

      The Year  8 students have studied the story of English, where it came from and how it 

developed. They also investigated certain words and their origin and development through history. 

The students have gained an understanding of the key features of a language that you can use  to 

communicate with people far away from home. The story of English has not yet reached its end 

and the students have determine that the English language is forever changing. 

ENGLISH

     The Year  9 students have recently been studying two 

different types of prose fiction namely: Detective stories 

and Ghost stories. They have come to the conclusion that 

crime stories often contain complicated plots with an 

unexpected twist at the end when the criminal is finally 

revealed. They not only studied and researched the most 

famous private detective Sherlock Holmes but also had the 

opportunity to improve their writing skills by identifying 

ways to create suspense in their own stories!

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x3u3hur


TRAVEL & TOURISM

Covid -19 has brought travel and tourism to a halt, 

it is among the most affected  sectors with a 

massive fall of international demand amid global 

travel restrictions, according to UWTO, 

international tourism has fallen by 72%. In our 

lessons we have been discussing the impact of 

Covid-19 in line with the curriculum which focuses 

on political, economic and ecological factors 

affecting the travel and tourism industry.  

This enabled teachers to make their subject 

relatable bringing practice and theory into class. 

These fruitful discussions by way of delivering 

engaging content will help our students go beyond 

surface level understanding, such critical thinking 

will not only serve them well in their lifelong 

learning, but in other aspects of their lives too.

SPORT

Secondary have been playing volleyball in 

physical education, volleyball provides the 

opportunity to work on team work and 

communication as well as basic motor 

skills!



                  ALUMNI NEWS

Let  us know where you 

are and what  you are 

up to. We would love 

to hear from our 

Alumni!

Meet  Valent ina Jor ia

(Pr im ary Alum ni 2009)

SCIENCE

In Science, Year 9 investigated the principles of 

density in liquids and gases.  They made density 

rainbows which have lasted for over a week and are 

adding colour to the science lab. While online 

learning, students were given materials to make a 

cartesian diver at home.  When the bottle is 

squeezed, the air in the ?diver? is compressed and the 

density of the diver increases making it sink to the 

bottom.

 Valentina recently wrote to us to 

share with ISF what she is doing now.

She is 21 years old and is studying 

Communication and Public Relations 

at the UDLAP University in Puebla, 

Mexico. As a result of COVID-19 

Valentina created her own online 

tutoring company Tu Super Profe 

2020 to offer support to parents in 

Latin American countries who have 

to work from home,  do the house 

chores and help their children with 

online schooling.  She has been busy 

very busy since she also runs another 

self-made company selling 

biodegradable products with her 

sister Monique. They sell bamboo 

cotton swabs and food containers to 

restaurants.  

mailto:ISFAlumni@isfwaterloo.org,
mailto:ISFAlumni@isfwaterloo.org,


The future belongs to those who bel ieve in the 

beauty of their dreams!

For  m ore inform at ion please cont act  of f ice@isfwat er loo.org.

mailto:office@isfwaterloo.org

	May 2021 Newsletter
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10


