
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2021-2022!  We are delighted to have 
started the school year back on site and beginning to ease restrictions.  I  
want to extend my sincere thanks to everyone for living up to the ISF 
values of overcoming our challenges and being adaptable.  In changing and 
challenging times, our school council and student leadership team continue 
to play an integral part in ensuring students´  voice and well being. Student 
Leadership builds confidence and helps children solve problems creatively, 
make decisions, work in a team, and collaboratively with others. I t gives 
children opportunities to develop responsibility and demonstrates that their 
actions can make a difference.  I t is, therefore, my pleasure to announce our 
student leaders for this year.

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE HEAD

Primary Student Council

President- Mahum

Vice-President- Vaishnav

Secretary- Kshiti

Treasurer- Yuhasini
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Secondary Student Leaders

School Captain- Wellington

Student Council President- Simran

Red House Captain- Victoria

Blue House Captain- Lasya

Green House Captain- Imanjot

Yellow House Captain- Amna



Council of International Schools (CIS) Team visit for Accreditation! 

ISF has been on a journey of improvement since 2017 when we started the CIS accreditation process.  With the help, 
support and hard work of our whole community working as one team we have focused and improved in the 8 CIS 
domains:

A- Purpose and Guiding Statements B- Board and Governance

C- Curriculum D- Teaching and Assessment

E- Well-being F- Staffing

G- Facilities and Resources H- Community Communications

The last week of October (25- 29 October 2021) we will complete the final step our CIS Team visit!  Seven experienced 
educators will visit our school virtually to assess ISF 
in each of these areas.  They will be speaking to a wide 
range of members of our school community including 
parents. We look forward to showing CIS our 
wonderful school and we will share their findings with 
you once we receive the final report!

Belinda Yates

Executive Head of School
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A great start to the academic year, with many exciting events and extension 
activities on our calendar. We very much look forward to the new school year, 
and we warmly welcome all of our returning, and our new families. Apart from 
the normal hustle and bustle of the school year, we are also undergoing our 
accreditation visit. This is an important step in our development as a school. We 
hope to join the ranks of the top 25% of international schools globally. We 
certainly are a small school punching above our weigh-class! 

Accreditation is important because it is a symbol of high-quality education and 
student-centered care. I f we look at what parents should look for when deciding on an international school for their 
children, we are proud that ISF stands along the best. According to the International School Database, parents should 
look for the following:

Education - High-quality, internationally recognised curriculum which has been documented and planned. I f a school is 
not able to show that they have a clear academic map, stay away! ISF is proud to have a 

comprehensive curriculum report, which can be shared 
upon request. 

Space - Classrooms and Outside areas, and other facilities 
to promote safe, and engaging learning. Our classrooms 
are neat and tidy, and well resourced. Our outside play 
areas are student centered, and comply with the highest 
Health and Safety requirements. 
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Ethos - 'Rich in Diversity, United by Values' - our values encompass all. A conversation with our students reveal that 
the one thing they appreciate the most about our school, is that all is made to 
feel welcome, and everybody has somebody to work, play and talk with. We are 
a small, caring family-school. 

Class Size - Many international schools have large class sizes. I t is not 
uncommon for classes to have over 28 students in the group. ISF will never go 
above 18 students in a class as we feel that this enables us to deliver the best 
education for your child, and allows for individual attention to each student

Cost  - As a not-for-profit, our fees are very reasonable and everything goes 
back into the school. Whatever profit is made, is always spent to improve the 
teaching and learning we offer for your children. 

Teachers and Staff - What a team! Our teachers and support staff are 
highly qualified and trained. We have an excellent balance between 
long-term vs new staff, something which is important in international 
schools as the movement of teachers bring fresh ideas and perspectives 
to our students. We also maintain a very low teacher to student ration of 
1 teacher for every 8 students. 

Cobus Steyn

Deputy Executive Head
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We are happy to welcome the new academic year with several 
important dates and events. On the 21st of September, we 
celebrated the UN International Day of Peace. On this day, 
students reflected on the meaning of peace and did different 
crafts related to the topic that are now displayed around the 
school. 

This first month of school, students also learned about the UN 
convention of the rights of the child. A 
presentation was shown to them in all the Primary 
classes and they made posters and different crafts. 
Finally, last Friday 1st of October, we celebrated 
International Day. As every year, it was great to 
learn and share all the different cultures we have at 
ISF. We  dressed up in our national costumes, ate 
food from all over the world, and worked in teams to 
create different pieces of art from around the world. 
ISF would like to extend a big thank you to parents, 
teachers and students for making this day a great 
one.

Arancha Barrasa

Head of Primary
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Secondary students got to know each other and Downtown Brussels a little better at the start of the year by going on a 
team-building trip. Each group was given a bag and a map. They had to use clues found on buildings all around 
Downtown Brussels to solve riddles that would allow them to unlock the bag.

The November series of the Cambridge Exams is a major event on the A-Level calendar. 
They have been working hard in preparation for their exams. For their coursework in 
Travel and Tourism, some students have organized a Mini Sports Day for their 

classmates. The activities included outdoor sports 
such as archery and obstacle racing. The students 
successfully designed the event to meet both their 
course requirements and the COVID safety rules.

IGCSE 2 Global Perspectives students have organized a bake sale to raise awareness 
on Women?s rights. Those who purchased goods were given a small leaflet with food 
for thought on equality of pay.

This is the second year where Mr Cavanaugh with the help of the IGCSE 2 student 
organizes a food drive in support of the Epicerie Solidaire - Solidariteitskruidenier. 

The project aims to support families who have found themselves in a difficult economic situation due to the COVID 
pandemic.

These projects have been a great way to start a year and set the tone for future collaborations between students and 

across subjects.                   Nadim Bayeh

Head of Secondary



Preschool and Preprimary are enjoying our first IPC unit ?All 
About M e?. We are exploring ?Who am I? and ?how I relate 
to other people?. One of the ways to learn about each other 
is by exploring our faces and  thinking about what different 
parts look like.   We explored their similarities and 
differences including different skin colours, eye and hair 
colour, and where we come from.   We went on to create a 
self portrait:  the children looked in a mirror, chose the right 
paint that matches  their skin colour and went on to create 
their self portrait.Finally,our portraits were done! We 
displayed the portraits in the class for everyone to see.   

EARLY YEARS AND FOUNDATION STAGE

  The children understood the importance of shar ing the same values and being kind to 
everybody to l ive happily together!   

?Rich in Diversity, United by 
Values?!
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The Year 2 students spend their first PSHE lessons 

learning about the ISF logo and the M otto of our 

school. We are all Individuals, Students and Friends 

working together with our best attitude to achieve 

the goals and targets we set for ourselves. Despite 

our differences, we are all equal, helping and 

supporting each other. They 

demonstrated their work 

through an intergalactic space 

trip as they posed as 

astronauts around Earth!

LOWER AND UPPER PRIMARY

Issue 1   |   2021

Year? ?4? ?students? ?have? ?been? ?busy? ?with? ?their? ?new? ?IPC? ?unit? 
??Adventurers? ?and? ?Explorers?.?  ?Using books? ?and? ?Chromebooks? 
?they? ?researched? ?notable? ?explorers? ?and? ?adventurers? ?and? 
?created? ?Google? ?Docs? ??factfiles?? .?  ?In Art they? ?used? ?a? ?grid? ?to? 
?assist? ?with? ?completing? ?a? ?picture? ?of? ?a? ?caravel,? ?a? ?Portuguese? 
?ship? ?popular? ?in? ?the? ?15th? ?and? ?16th? ?centuries.?  ?Their? ?amazing? 
?work? ?is? ?now? ?on display ?outside? ?the? ?classroom.? ?

?The? ?students? ?also? ?investigated? ?how? ?early? ?sailors? ?managed? ?to? 
?navigate? ?the? ?oceans? ?-? ?and? ?find? ?their? ?way? ?home? ?again!?  ?They? 
?practiced? ?using? ?compasses,? ?home-made? ?astrolabes? ?and? 

?constellation? 
?maps? ?to? ?try? 
?and? ?imagine? 
?how? ?this? 
?momentous? 
?task? ?was? 
?accomplished.?  
?Year? ?4? ?are? 
?ready? ?for? ?their? 
?next? 

?adventure? ? ?



LOWER AND UPPER PRIMARY

Issue 1   |   2021

The Year 6 students enjoyed their IPC unit ?Express 
Yourself?.

In this unit, they learned how to explore emotions and 
feelings in all aspects of life. 

They learned:  

- To Identify different types of feelings
- To control their emotions 
- That feelings and emotions can inspire artists  
- That  music can affect their feelings and 
- That  the way they feel can affect other 

people.

As part of their assignment, the Year 6 made a 
creative outside board showing what they learned in 
this unit and their projects. They did a very good job!

 Year 3 and 4 French class. We work hard on the notions 
of grammar and conjugation. We are a class with a CE1 
and CE2 level.

In order to work at their own pace and 
with difficulties that are specific to each 
level, we use a platform called "monecole".

On this platform, students do adapted and 
varied exercises related to the 
subject seen in class. In addition, the 
teacher has a complete view of student performance 
thanks to a personal tracking table. This makes it 
possible to assess the strengths and weaknesses of 
each person.



MIDDLE YEARS
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Mathematics: Within nature, symmetrical geometry 
can be found in many things such as a snowflake or 
the wings of a butterfly. 

In Year 7 Mathematics, students have started a unit 
on ?Shapes and Geometric Reasoning?. They are 
learning about and how to do different geometric 
transformations such as reflections, translations, 

and rotations. In this 
unit, they often work 
together in pairs or 
small groups. This has 
motivated their work 
ethic and encouraged 
them to check each 
other?s work

In our ?Introduction to Science? unit for  Year 7, the class had 
to think about how scientific knowledge moves forward by 
designing an investigation.  The class worked together to 
develop a way to test which species of bamboo pandas prefer 
to eat.  Since we could not source enough pandas to run this 
test, the students each wrote a method for testing the food 
preferences of maggots.  We ran these experiments with 
maggots sourced from a fishing tackle shop and gave them the 
best bits from our lunch boxes.  We took measurements of how 
much food they consumed by weighing the food before and 
after.  We found that maggots don?t like chocolate or celery 
but they do like sausage and liver!  Now for some repeat 
experiments to increase the reliability of our results.
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In Year 8 Art, students have been 
learning about expressionism. They 
learned about some of the key artists 
involved in the art movement. In 
relation to the unit ?Expressionism?, 
students learned about paraphrasing 
as a style of art in which they modify 
an art piece. In class, they have been 
working on their own paraphrases of 
famous expressionism artworks such 
as The Scream by Edvard Munch or 
Starry Night by Vincent van Gogh. 

In Year 9 Global Perspectives, students have 
been working on improving their research skills 
within our ?Law and Criminality? unit. They 
have started by developing research questions 
about law and criminality in different countries.

For their first major assignment, they are 
writing research papers in small groups. In the 
writing process, Year 9 students are learning to 
better organise their ideas and to formulate 
good arguments. With regards to research, 
they are learning to be critical of the sources 
they use by evaluating the reliability and 
credibility of their sources. 

The Environment Club 
brainstormed many ideas to 
make ISF even greener and 
protect its animals and plants. 
The first project will be to move 
the Bug Hotel to a more bug 
friendly, quieter location. Then 
we will make sure the ISF 
animals safely make it through 
the winter - with the help of houses and feeders for the squirrels and 
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I GCSE and AS level Business 
students analysed the role of 
businesses in supporting equity and 
sustainability, the topics of this 
year?s UN International Day of 
Peace on September 21st. 

AS students researched and 
presented a social enterprise of their 
choice, their business objectives and 
impact. IGCSE students identified the opportunities and 
challenges of producing and trading cocoa for the 
local population in West Africa. They had a poster 
competition to raise awareness about the issue, with 
the winning team receiving a box of chocolates!  

Our A-Level Mathematics students engaged in this 
enrichment task from Underground Mathematics as 
an introduction to the part of their Trigonometry 
unit which involves double angles.  Why don?t you 
give it a go?  

They engaged in collaborative learning and drew 
on their resilience to apply former knowledge to 
solve the problem posed in the link above.  With a 
prompt here and there they successfully completed 
the task well inside the time limit set of 30 minutes. 

AS Level Global Perspectives students added their 
?perspective? to the keywords from this year?s 
International Day of Peace theme; Recovering 
Better for a Sustainable and Equitable World. The students had to 
deconstruct this phrase to see what it really means to them, and 
then add their ideas on how these keywords can contribute to 
international peace.
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Our A-Level Geography students have been looking at the various forms of 
?Mass Movements? from slumps to slips and their effects on the landscape 
and people. As part of their studies they were required to create fully 
labelled diagrams for each example of mass movement.  The students also 
studied how ?mass movement? can be managed to reduce the risks 
associated with them. The students have also created models as part of 
their work on settlements and urbanisation. Each one of them has also been 
busy preparing for their up and coming Cambridge exams, completing 
retrieval and revision activities. 

Our AS Level  students are looking at hydrographs, completing Spearman?s 
ranking activities and now investigating river processes 
and the landforms they create. As part of this area of 

study they have 
studied the 
?Huj lstrom Curve? 
and how this can be 
used to analyse 
erosion, transport 
and deposition of 
sediments. A very 
productive start to 
the term.
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